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In Wonder, readers were introduced to memorablerr
English teacher Mr. Browne and his love of precepts.
Simply put, precepts are principles to live by, and
Mr. Browne has compiled 365 of them—one for
each day of the year—drawn from popular songs to
children’s books to inscriptions on Egyptian tombs to
fortune cookies. His selections celebrate kindness,
hopefulness, the goodness of human beings,
the strength of people’s hearts, and the power of
people’s wills. Interspersed with the precepts are
letters and emails from characters who appeared in
Wonder. Readers hear from Summer, Jack, Charlotte,rr
Julian, and Amos.

There’s something for everyone here, with words of
wisdom from such noteworthy people as Anne Frank,
Martin Luther King Jr., Confucius, Goethe, Sappho—
and over 100 readers of Wonder who sentr
R. J. Palacio their own precepts.

August Pullman was born with a facial
difference that, up until now, has prevented him
from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th
grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more
than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new
classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary
face. Wonder, now a #1rr New York Times bestsellers
and included on the Texas Bluebonnet Award master
list, begins from Auggie’s point of view, but soon
switches to include his classmates, his sister, her
boyfriend, and others. These perspectives converge
in a portrait of one community’s struggle with
empathy, compassion, and acceptance.

“Wonder is the best kids’ book of the year,” saidr
Emily Bazelon, senior editor at Slate.com and author
of Sticks and Stones: Defeating the Culture of 
Bullying and Rediscovering the Power of Character 
and Empathy. In a world where bullying amongyy
young people is an epidemic, this is a refreshing new 
narrative full of heart and hope. R. J. Palacio has
called her debut novel “a meditation on kindness”—
indeed, every reader will come away with a greater
appreciation for the simple courage of friendship.
Auggie is a hero to root for, a diamond in the rough 
who proves that you can’t blend in when you were 
born to stand out.

I won’t describe what I look like. 
Whatever you’re thinking, 

it’s probably worse.

HC: 978-0-553-49904-9
GLB: 978-0-553-49905-6
EL: 978-0-553-50903-8

HC: 978-0-375-86902-0
GLB: 978-0-375-96902-7
EL: 978-0-375-89988-1

choosekind
choosekind.tumblr.com 

Inspired by Wonder, this anti-rr
bullying initiative encourages young

readers to share their story and
pledge to choosekind in their

school and community. Have your
class sign the pledge today!

EL: 978-0-553-49908-7

This brand new, exclusive chapter from Wonder will fi nallyr
reveal the bully’s side of the story. Why is Julian so unkind to
Auggie? And does he have a chance for redemption?

A            STORY
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When given 
the choice 
between 

being right or 
being kind, 

kind. 
—Dr. Wayne W. Dyer
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Have 
no friends 
not equal 

to yourself.
—Confucius
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No man 
is an island, 

entire of itself.
—John Donne
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Kind words 
do not cost much. 

Yet they 
accomplish much. 

—Blaise Pascal
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Do all the good 
you can,

By all the means 
you can,

In all the ways 
you can,

In all the places 
you can,

At all the times 
you can,

To all the people 
you can,

As long as you 
ever can.

—John Wesley’s Rule
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Your deeds are 
your monuments.

—inscription on an 
Egyptian tomb
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Audentes 
fortuna 
iuvat. 

(Fortune favors 
the bold.) 

—Virgil
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It is better 
to know some 

of the questions 
than all 

of the answers. 
—James Thurber
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What is beautiful 
is good, 

and who is good 
will soon be 
beautiful. 
—Sappho
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Just 
follow the day 

and reach 
for the sun!

—The Polyphonic 
Spree, 

“Light and Day”
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“How wonderful 
it is that nobody 

need wait a 
single moment 
before starting 

to improve 
the world.”
—Anne Frank
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Daily Schedule

School Starts
Lunch
School Ends

Specials

Art
Gym
Library
Music

Support Classes

Specials Time

Allergies or Medications

Name/Allergy/Condition Emergency Procedures/Instructions

Special Instructions

Emergency Substitute Plans are located

Information for



Seating  Chart

Teachers: Use this space to draw your seating chart



IN THE COMMUNITY

It’s rare to come across a middle-grade book with
writing powerful enough to make both adults and 
young readers see the world differently. Wonder, rr
by R. J. Palacio, is such a book. It has reached
over 1 million readers and counting, and every 
day is adopted by more classrooms, schools, and
communities, all eager to choosekind and help
spread the wonder of Wonder  rr

When reading Wonder,rr you see what it is like not only
to be Auggie, but to be his parent, his sibling, his 
teacher, his classmate, and fi nally his friend. Wonder
is truly the portrait of, and a tribute to, a community.

After you have gotten to know Wonder, we hope yourr
will consider sharing Auggie’s story and will introduce 
him to the people of your town by setting up a 
community-wide reading.

Here are some tips on how to set up a community-
wide reading of Wonder:rr

• The American Library Association has created a
guide on how to set up a community-reads event.
Use this document as a guide on how to budget 
for, plan, fund-raise, and advertise a Wonder
community-reads campaign:
http://www.ala.org/offi ces/sites/ala.org.offi ces/
fi les/content/ppo/programming/onebook/fi les/
onebookguide.pdf

• R. J. Palacio is part of the Random House Speakers 
Bureau. If you think your community event would 
benefi t from an author visit, please see http://www.
rhspeakers.com/speaker/r-j-palacio/ to inquire about
hosting Raquel and to fi nd more information on the 
book.

• Have members of your community sign the pledge to 
choosekind here: http://www.randomhouse.com/
kids/choose-kind/pledge.php

• Visit: http://choosekind.tumblr.com/resources to 
download images that can be shared on social
media when marketing your event.

• Public libraries and independent bookstores are a 
natural and great fi t in marketing community-reads 
events and distributing promotional materials. Below 
please fi nd a list of possible program partners you
might approach in your community:

Theater Companies • Art Galleries •
Museums • Reader’s Theater Ensembles •

Literacy Organizations • Local Businesses Minority 
Group Associations • City Council •

Elected Offi cials (i.e., State and 
U.S. Representatives/Senators)• Media •

Area Business Owners • Local Clergy

PRAISE
“ I believe without hesitation that 
every middle-grade classroom in
America should have a copy of R. 
J. Palacio’s Wonder.”

—Colby Sharp, fourth-grade teacher 

“ [Wonder] will lead tor amazing 
discussions in classrooms about
Auggie’s courage, the need 
for kindness, and the fact that 
bravery can take many forms.”

—Katherine Sokolowski, fi fth-grade teacher

“A great discussion starter about love, 
support, and judging people on their
appearance. A well-written, thought-
provoking book.”

—School Library Journal, Starredll

“A memorable story of kindness, 
courage and wonder.”

—Kirkus Reviews, Starred

“It’s a rare story with the power to 
open eyes—and hearts—to what it’s
like to be singled out for a difference 
you can’t control, when all you want 
is to be just another face in the 
crowd.”—Publishers Weekly, Starredyy

“Kids’ books about befriending 
somebody ‘different’ could fi ll a 
library. But this debut novel rises
to the top.”—Booklist, Starredtt



HERE IS WHERE WONDER HAS BEEN SPOTTED!

The students at Greenwich Academy in Greenwich, Connecticut, created a “Pit of Wonder” to help their students talk about friendship and kindness! Read more about the project at bit.ly/1gmXi2i
Rose Eaton Public School Precept Bulletin Board

Paris Elementary School in South Paris, MaineChoose Kind Before You Enter!

Letters to author R. J. Palacio

Read more about the celebration at nerdybook-

club.wordpress.com/2012/10/26/celebrating-the-

wonder-of-wonder-by-sherry-gick

The students at Rossville Consolidated Schools 

in Rossville, Indiana, had a birthday party for 

Auggie on October 10. They were instructed 

to write only their name on a blue affi rmation 

sheet that read “_________ is a wonder 

because . . .” 

After singing and cake, the classes gave each 

other standing ovations. Next, the students 

taped their affi rmation sheets on their backs 

and took turns writing why each of their 

classmates “is a wonder.”
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